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Diana, an avid reader of romance novels, entered into eternal rest,
surrounded by family, on February 7, 2024, after a long iliness.

Diana’s own love story began four years before she was born. Her mother
walked into a St. Albans grocery store and saw a cashier showing off her
infant son. “You're so handsome,” she declared, “If | have another daughter, |
hope she grows up to marry you!”

Four years later, Opal and Leawood VanBibber welcomed Diana into their
family as their fifth child. With her birth, their family was complete.

Diana grew up in Green Valley and attended the Green Valley Church of God
with members of her family. In fact, most of her nearby neighbors were
relatives, so she was always surrounded by aunts, uncles, and cousins. As an
adult, she settled on the same hill she had been raised on and would be
surrounded by brothers, a sister, and nieces and nephews.

She graduated from St. Albans High School in 1973 and was engaged to her
high school sweetheart. However, she had always promised her mother she



would not marry on her eighteenth birthday. So, on October 12, 1973--nine
days after blowing out eighteen candles on a birthday cake--she married
Randolph Lee Reed, the very same little boy her mother had once adored!

Every two years Randy and Diana expanded their family. In 1975 their son
Randolph, Jr. was born. 1977 brought the birth of their first daughter, Amanda.
And in 1979, their youngest daughter, Sarina, entered the world.

Diana worked as an administrative assistant for many years, much of it at
West Virginia State University. She would eventually decide to work on
securing a teaching degree and began taking evening classes. Even with her
busy schedule, she never missed an opportunity to see her children play
sports, March in the band, or act in a church play. Graduating from WVSU was
a proud moment for her and her family.

She worked as a substitute teacher in Kanawha and Putnam Counties before
returning to school and receiving a master’s degree from Marshall University.
She would spend the next few years teaching courses at West Virginia Junior
College and West Virginia Community College. Later, she took a position as
bookkeeper for International Industries and then Dickinson Fuels.

Nothing mattered more to Diana than her family. The only thing that suited her
better than motherhood was when she entered her Grandmother Era. She
loved spending time with her six grandchildren and delighted in having most of
them live close to her. No one was safe from a “Grandma Hug”, but no one
wanted to be. Those hugs had the ability to heal and soothe any ailment and
will be sorely missed by all.

She was active at St. Peter’s United Methodist Church where she raised her
own family with a strong faith. After retiring, she gave more of her time to her
church’s ministry, becoming the treasurer of the Jean Cale Women’s Circle
and director of the St. Peter’s Food Pantry. Even while struggling with a



terminal iliness, she worked hard to secure an $8000 grant for the food
ministry.

Two years ago, she was diagnosed with a genetic disorder which led to
advanced liver disease. This did not stop her from camping with her husband
of 50 years, hugging her grandchildren, and ensuring her volunteer work was
being completed. She was even looking forward to exploring the American
West in a teardrop camper this summer.

She leaves a hole in our heart, but she also leaves us with a faith which tells
us her pain is gone, her tears are wiped away, and we’ll see her again.

Diana was preceded in death by her parents Leawood and Opal VanBibber;
sister, Ramona McClannahan; three brothers, Gary, Dale, and Keith
VanBibber; and two nieces, Christina McClannahan, and Pamela Carper.

She is survived by her husband, Randolph Reed, Sr; son, Randolph Reed, Jr.;
daughters Amanda Reed and Sarina (Lenny) Parker. Six grandchildren,
Anthony Elkins, Dakota Church, Savannah Adkins, Victoria Adkins, Benjamin
Reed, and Seneca Parker; several nieces and nephews, and many friends
and family who loved her dearly.

Visitation will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Monday, February 12, at Bartlett-Nichols
Funeral home, St. Albans.

Funeral services will be at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 13, 12024 at St.

Peter’s United Methodist Church, 2601 Forrestal Avenue, St. Albans with

Pastor Jacob Henley officiating. Burial will follow in Cunningham Memorial
Park, St. Albans.



In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the St. Peter's UMC Food Pantry.

You may visit Diana’s tribute page at BartlettNichols.com to share memories
or condolences with the family.

Bartlett-Nichols Funeral Home, family owned and located at 409 Sixth
Avenue, St. Albans is honored to serve the Reed family.



Cemetery Details

Cunningham Memorial Park

815 Cunningham Lane
St. Albans, WV 25177

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 12. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Bartlett-Nichols Funeral Home
409 Sixth Avenue

Saint Albans, WV 25177
(304) 727-4325

Funeral Service

FEB 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Peter's United Methodist Church
2601 Forrestal Ave.
St. Albans, WV 25177



Tribute Wall

My family doesn’t attend church but Diana and her family picked me
up every Sunday when | was young and took me to church with
them. They are the reason my faith is so strong today. | ache for the
family but there is no doubt about her place in Heaven so | rejoice
for her homecoming and hope to see her again one day.

Angela Spencer - February 12, 2024 at 12:19 AM
Was a coworker with Diana for several years. She was always a
giving person, always wanting to share food & items with everyone.
Browning & Ruth

Browning - February 09, 2024 at 09:27 PM
Prayers for each of you as you deal with your loss. We rejoice with
Diane as she has experienced a beautiful home coming in heaven.

Stephen & Janet Marion - February 09, 2024 at 06:42 PM
Love,Barbara,Roger,and John David purchased

the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of
Diana Carol VanBibber Reed.

Love,Barbara,Roger,and John David - February 09, 2024 at
01:59 PM


https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Love your Crossroads Family purchased the Divi
ne Peace Bouquet for the family of Diana Carol
VanBibber Reed.

Love your Crossroads Family - February 09, 2024 at 11:21 AM

Jan, Larry and Jenn King purchased the Beautiful
Heart Bouquet for the family of Diana Carol
VanBibber Reed.

Jan, Larry and Jenn King - February 09, 2024 at 10:52 AM

| had friends throughout grade school and jr. high but when |
entered 10th grade at St. Albans High School | met the most loyal,
kind, and fun best friend | would ever have. That was you Diana. |
will never forget all of our fun times. Rest in peace Diana. | will miss
you. Jan

Jan King - February 09, 2024 at 10:40 AM

Diane was my best friend thru grade school and Jr high. We had many
good times together. She had really sweet parents and they welcomed
me in too. Diana and | went to a lot of school activities together. I'm
sorry Randy and all the family have lost her but she's in a wonderful
place now where my sister and parents are too. We'll be joining them
all when the Lord calls us. | miss you too but will see you one day too.

Amy Loring - February 10, 2024 at 12:33 PM


https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bartlettnicholsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jan King lit a candle in memory of Diana
Carol VanBibber Reed

Jan King - February 09, 2024 at 10:23 AM
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